
IELTS Vocabulary: Time (With Examples)

Academic year

Definition: The period of the year during which schools and universities hold classes.

Example: Many schools have exams at the end of the academic year.

Alternate

Definition: Happening every other time.

Example: She works alternate weekends at the clinic.

Beforehand

Definition: At an earlier time.

Example: I packed my bag the night beforehand.

Before Common Era

Definition: Used to refer to dates before the birth of Christ.

Example: The temple was built in 500 Before Common Era.

Chronological

Definition: Arranged in time order.

Example: The events were listed in chronological order.

Indefinite

Definition: Not clearly defined or fixed.

Example: The project was delayed for an indefinite period.

Instant

Definition: A particular moment in time.

Example: At that instant, I knew I had made the right choice.

Latter

Definition: Towards the end of a period or event.

Example: In the latter half of the year, sales improved.

Occasional

Definition: Happening from time to time.

Example: He enjoys the occasional cup of tea.
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Simultaneous

Definition: Happening at the same time.

Example: There were simultaneous matches on both fields.

Yearly

Definition: Happening once a year.

Example: We have a yearly family gathering in August.

Afterward

Definition: At a later time.

Example: We went to dinner afterward.

Annually

Definition: Once every year.

Example: The event is held annually in spring.

Era

Definition: A long and distinct period of history.

Example: The digital era has transformed communication.

Fortnight

Definition: A period of two weeks.

Example: They stayed at the resort for a fortnight.

Lateness

Definition: Being late.

Example: His constant lateness caused problems at work.

Millennium

Definition: A period of a thousand years.

Example: We celebrated the new millennium in 2000.

Subsequently

Definition: After a particular event.

Example: She studied hard and subsequently passed the exam.

Continuously
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Definition: Without stopping.

Example: It rained continuously for three days.

Decade

Definition: A period of ten years.

Example: A lot has changed over the past decade.

Eventually

Definition: After a long time or series of events.

Example: Eventually, he reached his goal.

Immediate

Definition: Happening right now.

Example: Our immediate concern is safety.

Semester

Definition: Half of an academic year.

Example: Each semester lasts about four months.

While

Definition: A short period of time.

Example: We talked for a while before leaving.

Calendar

Definition: A system for organizing days.

Example: She marked the date on her calendar.

Eve

Definition: The day or night before an event.

Example: They met on the eve of the festival.

Seasonal

Definition: Related to a particular season.

Example: There are seasonal discounts in winter.

Leap year

Definition: A year with 366 days.
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Example: 2024 is a leap year.

For the time being

Definition: For now, temporarily.

Example: This solution works for the time being.

Common Era

Definition: Used for years after the birth of Christ.

Example: The building was completed in 250 CE.
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